COMPARATIVE CHART SHOWING THE AMENDMENTS INTRODUCED BY THE MAHARASHTRA RIGHT TO INFORMATION RULES, 2026, THEIR EFFECT ON CITIZENS, AND MATTERS REQUIRING INVESTIGATION
	Rule
	Amendment introduced by the 2026 Rules
	Why it is a burden on citizens
	Benefit to public authority
	Investigation required

	Rule 3
	Application fee increased from ₹10 to ₹20.
	Doubles the cost of filing RTI applications.
	May reduce number of RTI applications.
	Examine cost study and financial justification.

	Rule 4
	Copying charges increased to ₹5 per page; Rule 4(g) prescribes ₹50 postal charges.
	Increases cost of obtaining information.
	Reduces cost burden on authority.
	Examine basis for enhanced charges.

	Rule 7
	Introduces one-subject rule and 150-word limit, neither found in Section 6.
	Requires multiple applications and payment of multiple fees.
	Easier to reject applications.
	Examine legal basis and legislative intent.

	Rule 8
	Introduces additional procedural requirements for RTI applications.
	Increases possibility of technical rejection.
	Enlarges discretion of PIO.
	Examine legal opinion and necessity.

	Rule 9
	Makes proof of citizenship compulsory with every RTI application.
	Additional documentation and possible deterrence.
	Enables scrutiny of applicants.
	Examine consistency with Section 6(2).

	Rule 10
	Restricts repeated RTI requests.
	May prevent obtaining updated information or certified copies.
	Reduces obligation to furnish information.
	Examine statutory authority.

	Rule 12
	Adds procedural requirements for appeals.
	Makes appeal process more difficult.
	Easier technical dismissal.
	Examine consistency with Section 19.

	Rule 13
	Alters burden relating to larger public interest.
	Weakens statutory protection available to appellants.
	Strengthens authority's defence.
	Examine consistency with Section 19(5).

	Rule 15
	Introduces additional procedural regulation of hearings.
	Additional procedural hurdles.
	Greater administrative control.
	Examine consultation with Commission.

	Rule 16
	Changes disposal procedure for appeals.
	May reduce transparency.
	Administrative convenience.
	Examine consistency with the Act.

	Rule 17
	Introduces additional procedural powers.
	Creates uncertainty for applicants.
	Enlarges administrative discretion.
	Examine necessity and legal basis.

	Rule 18
	Introduces miscellaneous procedural restrictions.
	Further compliance burden.
	Easier procedural objections.
	Examine statutory authority.

	Rule 20
	Requires or permits insistence on personal appearance of appellants.
	Hardship to senior citizens, disabled persons and distant applicants.
	Less need to decide matters on records alone.
	Examine alternatives such as virtual hearings.

	Rule 21
	Enlarges procedural powers of the Information Commission.
	Possible reduction of statutory safeguards.
	Wider procedural control.
	Examine consistency with Sections 19 and 20.




	Rule
	Earlier Position
	2026 Amendment
	Effect on Citizen
	Investigation Required

	Rule 3
	RTI application fee ₹10
	Application fee increased to ₹20
	Doubles the cost of filing an RTI application
	Why was the fee doubled? Cost study? Financial justification?

	Rule 4
	Copying charges Re 2 per page
	Increased to ₹5 per page
	Increased cost of obtaining information
	Basis for calculation?

	Rule 4(g)
	minimum postal charges
	₹50 postage for supplying information
	Additional financial burden
	Why ₹50 when actual postage is often much lower?

	Rule 11
	First appeal fee Rs.20
	Increased to ₹50 
	Creates a financial barrier to exercising the statutory right of appeal
	Authority under Section 19? Cost study?

	Rule 12
	Second appeal fee Rs.20
	Increased to ₹100 
	Makes access to the Information Commission more expensive
	Legal authority to impose appeal fee?

	Rule 7
	No one-subject or word limit under the Act
	One subject and 150-word limit introduced
	Multiple applications and multiple fees
	Contrary to Section 6.

	Rule 9
	No proof of citizenship required under Section 6(2)
	Citizenship proof made mandatory
	Additional documentation and deterrence
	Inconsistent with Section 6(2).

	Rule 20
	Personal appearance generally discretionary
	Personal appearance requirement introduced
	Travel, expense and hardship, especially for senior citizens and disabled persons
	Why not permit virtual hearing or disposal on record
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